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MESTINGS^ 

It was very much regretted that this year the 
arrangements for our Easter Camp had to be abandoned. 
This was due to there being not enough campers to 
cover expenses. The camp was to have been held at 
Kalista, an ideal spot for botanists and geologists. 

AN NUAL GENERAL MEETING . 

At this meeting on Feb. 22nd. Dr. A. N. Lewis 
was again elected president and Mr. K. Little Hon. 
Secretary. After the election of officers Dr. V. V, 
Hickman gave an illustrated lecture on "Spider Silk'S 
when he told us of the different kinds of silk used 
by spiders in the process of building their webs, and 
their he thods of working. A fine collection of slides 
illustrated the lecture. 

CORRESPONDENC E. 

A Junior member asks if Star Fish have eyes. 

Yes, at the end of the arms, but these do not seem 
to be of much use to them* 

PROTECTION OF MARSUPIALS, 


Our Branch in Devonport recently wrote to the 
Fauna Board commending it for having established a 
sanctuary at "The Cut" on the River Tamar, At the 
meeting of the Fauna Board on April 2nd, Dr. pear- 
son advocated the full protection of all Tasmanian 
marsupials, open seasons to be proclaimed when and 
where deemed justified* Mr* A, L, Butler seconded 
his motion but it was not carried. 
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Dr# Pearson pointed out several anomalies exist¬ 
ing under the present regulations; for instance, the 
Native Gat, which is more numerous thm the Tiger Cat, 
is protected, whilst the latter is not protected. 


We believe the Board is to again review the 
position, and it is hoped it will then immediately 
add the Tasmanian Devil, Tiger Cat, Potorou, Bettong, 
and perhaps the two Bandicoots to the wholly protected 
list. 

The Thylacine (Marsupial Wolf) v/as placed on 
the wholly protected list too late to do much good, 
it appears to be almost extinct, and may never 
increase in numbers. 

Our Fauna Board is doing a great work in pro¬ 
tecting mammals and birds, and its task is not 
always easy* so many points of view must be taken 
into consideration before acting upon any new 
suggestion, it is not to be wondered at that it t 
sometimes hesitates to act, but our marsupials are 
very valuable economically and scientifically and 
they should all be protected from indds criminate 
slaughter of selfish or thoughtless people, who 
with trap and gun kill anything and every thing. 

Bush fires are another source of danger, they 
destroy hundreds of animals. 



BETSY ISLAND. 

By D.C.Po 

At the south¬ 
ern end of South 
Arm, round towards' 
the east past the 
Derwent Lighthouse, 
lies an island with rugged cliffs and forbidding rocks 
along its shores. This is Betsy island. Discovered 
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by D'Entrecasteaux in 1793 it was named after one of 
his officers Willaumetz Island. Two months after 
D'Entrecasteaux had gone. Sir John Hayes arrived and 
not knowing anything of the former's visit renamed 
the island Betsy Island after the ship Betsy. The 
aborigines called it Temeletta, but our maps show it 
as Franklin island (after Sir John Franklin). 

(See Extracts from 51 The Foundation and Early 
Work of The Royal Society," by E 0 L„ Please.) 


Recently a party, consisting of H.E, The Gover- 
nor and certain members of the Royal Society and of 
the Museum Staff paid a visit to the island for the 
purpose of surveying it. 

The Ketch conveying the party left Hobart at 
9.30 a.m. and anchored off the coast of Betsy Id. 
at 12 noon. H„E a The Governor, who is a keen 
fisherman, decided to remain on the Ketch for 
fishing while the others were rowed ashore in 
the ship's dingy. Landing was not too easy, one 
had to jump from the dingy onto slippery rocks, a 
slip from which meant a plunge into deep water. 
However, the landing was accomplished without mis¬ 
hap, thanks to Sgt. Challenger and Mr. Flynn his 
assistant. Most of us were burdened v/ith collect¬ 
ing gear, food, etc. and I carried a gun and ammu¬ 
nition. The climb up 
the steep cliffs from 
the rocks was a warm 
job, the sun beat down, 
the pig-face festooning 
the cliffs was slippery, 
and foothold between the 
tussocks of grass was 
insecure. Upon reaching 
the top the first things 
to be seen were rabbits 
scuttling away among the 
rocks, 

A strange thing 
about these was their 



colour, - th 6 ^~wxjr 0 ^^e©l“>blue, rK)t^^rx>Tra~one--uin<>ng'' 
them* 

There being 

little food for them they cannot increase to any 
extent, and many die when they become too numerous 
for the land to support. The ground, especially 
towards the southern end, is riddled with burrows of 
rabbits and mutton birds. The latter return to the 
island in hundreds every evening together with other 
sea birds that make their homes on the cliffs. 

Vegetation consists chiefly of cutting-grass, 
pig-face, burrs, epacris, and ferns t On the top 
at the northern end there are a few gums and 
wattles. Walking, at this time of year (March) 
is made uncomfortable by the burrs which cling in 
huge bunches, to ones trousers and also worked 
their way underneath. 

We had been v/arnod to 
look out for snakes, 
but though we searched 
under boulders and 
tussocks of grass for 
other specimens and saw 
some lizards, not a 
snake showed itself. 

After walking from 
one end of the island 
to the other, stumbling 
into burrows, trudging 
through deep sand and 
climbing steep hills, 
we decided it was time 
to return as the wind 
was rising and embarka¬ 
tion might bo difficult,. 

Arriving at the landing place about 3 p.ra. we were 
rowed back to the vessel. During our absence H.E. 

The Governor had cruised around the island and caught 
many flathead and a 6 or 7 lbs. couta. Betsy Island 
is about 2 miles long by one wide, bleak and inhos¬ 
pitable. The general opinion was that it would not 
be of much use except as a sanctuary for birds. At 
some time or other sheep had been pastured on the 
island but how they found sufficient food to keep 
themselves alive is a mystery, and there is no 
fresh water. 
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Lady Franklin purchased this island in 1840, 
and it v/as conveyed to Dr* E. So P. Bedford and 
Mr. R« G. Gunn as trustees for her (deed registered 
No, 4723). in 1866 the Tasmanian Acclimatisation 
Society was formed, and on 29th November 1866 Lady 
Franklin executed a deed, in which she declared 
that she wished the island to be vested in trus¬ 
tees, by whom it should be held for the purposes 
of the Society so long as those purposes should be 
carried out in a manner beneficial to the public 
of Tasmania, but that if the purposes of the 
Society should not be 30 carried out, then the 
island should be held by the trustees for such 
other purposes beneficial to the public of Tas¬ 
mania as the trustees should direct.. On 27th Dec¬ 
ember, 1868 , the island was conveyed by Dr. Bed¬ 
ford and Mr. Gunn to Messrs. Robert Officer, 

R. C. Gunn, Morton Allport and John Woodcock 
Graves as trustees (No, 5 / 6667 ), Mr. John Wood¬ 
cock Graves was the Secretary of the Acclimatisa¬ 
tion Society, and the island was used for many 
years by that Society. In 1903 it v/as vested by 
Act of Parliament (l903 No. 42, s.l5) in the Trust¬ 
ees of the Tasmanian Museum and Botanical Gardens. 
(Betsy Island had much earlier been the scene of 
an experiment in acclimatisation - of the rabbit, 
in the chronological table of events in Bent’s Tas¬ 
manian Almanack for 1 829 there are the following 
items:- "1827j May lOth.~ Silver-haired rabbits, 
pheasants and peacocks imported from England per 
the ship Tiger; many thousand of the rabbits 
increase on Betsy Island, Mr. King intending to 
make the skins an article of export to China. 

1828. March 29th.- 30,000 silver-hair rabbits 
belonging to Mr, King upon Betsy Island." 
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AN UNDESIRABLE EMIGRANT 


Its arrived! yes, the Cabbage V/hite Butterfly 
(Pieris rapae) we warned you about in July 1939. A col¬ 
lector for the Biological Survey reports having seen 
some thousands of these serious peats on New Year’s Day 
at Rocky Head. They were flying in from the sea like, a 
cloud and continued their flight along the coast towards 
Stanley. Many settled in the districts as they went, 
and no doubt eggs were laid in the vegetable gardens. 

The caterpillar of this pest is a velvety green with a 
faint yellow stripe down its back and a row of yellow 
spots along its sides. Arsenical sprays or dustings 
control it. Vegetables of many kinds are destroyed 
by this caterpillar, and as the eggs will be hatching 
in the coming months everyone should keep a strict look 
out for them and immediately report any found. If any 
eggs, caterpillars, or butterflies, of this species are 
found it would be a great help if specimens were sent 
to the Secretary, The Biological Survey, or to Dr. Evans, 
Government Entomologist, Hobart. 


SOME DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OP TASMANIAN WATTLES . 

By Miss J. Somerville. 

Midwinter,! And along the Huon Road the River 
Y/attle is in bloom, whilst buds on the Silver, the 
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Drooping and the Red Stemmed myrtle wattle herald the 
approach of Spring's-golden pageant. 

Twenty Two species of wattle; one or other 
of which is in flower throughout eleven months of the 
year, are listed for Tasmania, These wattles which 
Delong to the genus Acacia are divided into two groups 
according to the nature of the foliage; viz., (A) with 
feathery leaves,’ (B) with phyllodcs, i.e., flattened™ 
or modified leafstalks. Phyllodcs vary in shape and 
size and may be drooping, soft, .or rigid. 

Group A has four representatives in Tasmania - 
Silver (A. dealbat a) flowering August - September, 

Black (A.Decurrens )p flowering December - February, 
River (A.discolor) flowering April - July, and the 
Soft Wattle (A.mollisima). 

Group B shows two types, (l) with fiat, blunt 
leaves, and (2) 'with prickly leaves. 

In Type f important aids to identification aro 
the main leaf veins and the flower arrangement. 

Three or more veins occur in Blackwood (A.mol- 
anoxylon) and the False Boobyalla (A. sophorae), but in 
the former the flowers arc in balls. The Hook Acacia 
(A.mucronata) with no distinct mid rib hears a spine or 
hook at the tip of the narrow leaf. 

•Two veins distinguish the Varnish Wattle (A. 
vemi cif lua). 

In the Upright Acacia (A.stricta) and in the 
Sweet Wattle (a suaveoIons). bne main vein is seen, but 
in A.stricta the flowers are in single balls, whilst 
the red stems and buds, and the basal branching are 
characteristic of the Myrtle Wattle (A.myrtifolia) - 
an attractive hedge plant. 


Type 2 . Prickly Wattles are often called Minx- 
osae'a name which should not be used. Four species are 
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common near Hobart and with these also the leaves and 
flowers are characteristic. The flowers are in single 
"balls, 2 or 3 in the leaf axil in the Spreading Acacia 
(A.diffusa), Flowers in a spike and a whorl of leaves 
characterize A,Verticillata, from which the Drooping 
Acacia is distinguished by the drooping habit, darker, 
softer foliage and looser spike. It is worthy of note 
that this species (A.riceana) grows only in Tasmania, 
mainly in S, 'E, — 

In cases of do\ibt, or with tftfe less common 
species the glands on the leaves,- shape of the pod, the 
funicle (or rope) which attaches the seed to the pod 
are other features of value for identification. 


A HE 1 ? ORCHID . 

Mrs. L. Rodway reports the finding of, what 
she believes is, a new Tasmanian orchid. This is to 
bo sent away for identification and when it comes back 
we v/ill publish further particulars together with a 
drawing. It looks like a Ptercstylis and has long 
horns. 


MEETINGS. 


The Hon. Secretary will notify members by 
letter of any meetings to be held. 

















